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Dynamics of Eugenics
	Throughout the history of human civilization there have been efforts to create a master race that is free from gene related deformity. These efforts have been manifested in areas of plant and animal breeding whereby selective breeding is applied to ensure that only superior qualities are passed on to the offspring of domesticated animals and plants. During the early 18th century, the concept of incorporating the idea of introducing selective breeding in the propagation of a master human race began to emerge whereby there were proposals that any human being who had recessive genetic traits should not be allowed to reproduce as the offspring were most likely have similar genetic problems. This paper will focus on the origin of eugenics and sterilization, how eugenics is related to the history of disabilities, the development of eugenics in America and the implications of eugenics and sterilization on the American society.
History of Eugenics and Sterilization
	According to Nourse (2016), eugenics refers to the selective propagation of a master human race that is free from any kind of genetic or hereditary disorders. Eugenics is achieved by ensuring that human beings that are perceived to have recessive gene traits do not reproduce thus cutting off the replication of the inferior genes in future generations. The concept of eugenics has its origins in 400 BC when a Roma emperor, Plato, hinted about the necessity of selectively breeding the Roman population. Also, in the Greek kingdom of Sparta, all children had to undergo inspection to determine if the child was strong enough to be worthy to live or not. The trend had roots in Germany to where some war tribes subjected individuals who were deemed to be cowardly and lacking war qualities to death in a bid to remove the stain of undesirable vices such as cowardice and maintain military superiority (Nourse, 2016). However, it was not until the 17th century that the concept of eugenics was scientifically introduced. According to Lombardo (2012), in 1833, Francis Galton, scientifically defined the term eugenics. However, there exist numerous debates about the most correct definition of eugenics. Eugenics has been linked to Darwinism and the concept of natural selection. However, unlike in Darwinism which entails is upon nature propagating the human race, eugenics advocates for the artificial propagation of the genetic pool.
	The 20th century experienced the rise of eugenics whereby many countries from the 1900s to the late 1960s openly practiced eugenics globally. Although eugenics was originally intended to benefit humanity, it later came to bear negative fruits when it was abused by the Nazi’s to justify their actions and racial policies in the 1930’s. Adolf Hitler adopted the concept of eugenics into his ideologies and later advocated for the sterilization of the inferior races to prevent the Jews from multiplying. Eugenics continued to be practiced globally until the practice was discontinued owing to its negative psychological impacts as well as the need to ensure that all human beings despite their class or state of mind were accorded the human dignity they deserved. However, some countries like Peru and China continued the practice of eugenics well into the 21st century.
Eugenics and the History of Disabilities
	According to Grenon & Merrick (2014), disabilities have always been viewed as the results of undesirable genetic traits. Most early scientists attributed disabilities to the presence of inferior genetic qualities. In their ignorance, many early scientists saw eugenics as a way to end the history of disabilities in humanity. They saw eugenics as a way of propagating a super species that was free from any recessive genes. In the early 20th century traits such as being poor, deaf, promiscuity, mentally ill, having developmental issues, homosexuality and even belonging to certain racial groups were classified as disabilities and therefore such individuals were selectively segregated from the community and subjected to different forms of eugenics which included forced sterilization, institutionalization and even in extreme conditions like in the Nazi Germany mass murder. However, it came to be discovered that even though eugenics had the promise of eliminating disabilities, the concept was hugely ineffective, inhumane and susceptible to abuse and therefore had to be discontinued.
Development of Eugenics in America
	Eugenics rose to prominence in America after the united states supreme court ruling on the case  Buck v. Bell, 274 U.S. 200 (1927). This was an appeal lodged by  Carrie Buck and her guardian to seek the decision by Amherst County's circuit court to have Carrie sterilized against her will overturned as it went against her right to procreate. However, the supreme court through a ruling that supported by a seven against one majority and written by Justice Oliver Holmes chose to uphold the circuit court's order for the forceful sterilization of miss Buck on the grounds that she was feeble-minded and that allowing her to procreate would turn to have vast negative effects to the state and the society in the long run. The Supreme Court saw the forced sterilization of Carrie Buck as a way to vaccinate the society against the continuing of Carrie’s “unfit” kind and generations. This ruling of the Supreme Court served to legitimize eugenics in the United States (Lombardo, 2012). This is because the ruling had served to uphold the legality and constitutionality of the state of Virginia’s sterilization Act which had been enacted in 1924. This act had allowed for the state to carry out forced sterilization of persons which were deemed to be of unsound mind and character.
	According to Lombardo (2012), following Buck v. Bell, ruling majority of the states in America enacted laws that would allow for the sterilization of persons who were proven to be imbecile, mentally unstable, criminals or those possessed characters that were frowned upon by the society. Eugenics gained popularity in the United States up until the Second World War. In a survey conducted in 1934 by the Fortune magazine, it was established that at least two third of the American population supported the forceful sterilization of the feebleminded and convicted criminals as a way of improving the quality of genes of the people living in the United States. This continued until early 1970 when it became apparent that eugenics through forceful sterilization was being abused and being used unfair. Authorities and doctors had been secretly using the law to perpetrate ills against poor women from nonwhite communities. This led to the practice being considered to be immoral and going against basic human rights. However, despite this discovery, the ruling of the Buck V. Bell case of 1924 had not been overturned and even if eugenics trough forced sterilization is no longer practiced; it remains to be legal within the jurisdiction of the United States.
Impacts of Eugenics and Sterilization
	Initially, eugenics was a noble cause that aimed at the betterment of the human species. However, overtime time, the concept was abused and was diverted from its original goal of ensuring that human species attained unrivaled genetic superiority and politicized to serve discriminative and abusive political agendas. With this digress from its main objectives eugenics began to have tragic impacts on not only the people on whom it was imposed but also the current generations and society. One of the major effects was the violation of the basic rights and freedoms of the poor, the marginalized and minority communities and races globally. In America alone, it was established that over 70,000 black and Hispanic women were involuntarily sterilized due to various doctors and various authorities viewing the races and weak, inferior and not worth to be continued. It was evident that eugenics was being used to control the black and Hispanic population in America (Lombardo, 2012).
	Another consequence of eugenics was the mental and psychological effects of the vice on individuals and society. Women who underwent the forceful sterilization had to live with the mental scars inflicted on their beings by the program. The traumatic experience stripped the women of their human dignity and pride.
	Eugenics and forced sterilization’s impacts were felt on a global scale when Adolf Hitler and the German Nazi regime adopted the concept under the inspiration of the United States law. They quoted the buck v. bell case and incorporated the concept into Mein Kampf. This concept was based to convince German soldiers to help in the perpetration of genocide against the Jews during the Second World War. They believed that their acts would help ensure the improvement of the genetic pool as they considered the Jews to have “inferior and degenerate genes”. This sad abuse of eugenics led to the death of thousands of innocent Jews in Europe.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	According to McCormack (2013), the effects of eugenics and sterilization can be felt decades after the practice came to a halt. Different states in America have come forward in attempts to rectify the ills perpetrated by their preceding governments. North Carolina was among the previous leaders of eugenic movements and accounting for almost a third of all sterilization in the united states was the first state to issues such an apology in 2002 (ElectedFace, 2012). In 2013, the California state government passed the budget allocation of $10 million as a compensation to the victims of eugenics some of whom underwent the practice while at the age of 10. This was in a bid to contain the negative impacts of eugenics and sterilization on certain members of the society. This shows that up to date eugenics still has economic and financial effects on individuals, families, societies and governments. 
	Eugenics has taken a new turn in the 21st century whereby various technological researches are being carried so as to enable genetic editing. Despite this process having vast differences with eugenics through sterilization and euthanasia, there are still moral and ethical issues being raised against the relatively new concept. CRISPR is a form of gene editing which aims at improving the human genetic composition by boosting desirable trends and weeding out the degenerate traits at the cell level. This field of eugenics is both contemporary and new and holds a lot of eugenic potentials as well as challenges (Pollack, 2015).
	In summation, having discussed the origin of eugenics and sterilization and its relations to the history of disabilities, it became evident that the original purpose of the practice was noble and only intended to improve the human race by trying to rid it of incidences of disabilities and other negative genetic ailments. However, upon further analysis of the development of eugenics in America and the implications of eugenics and sterilization on the American society, it became evident that the practice was diverted from its original cause and politicized so as to serve the interests of the elite and corrupt authorities. This consequently led to vast negative consequences not only in the United States but globally. In this light, it is recommended that all governments globally should enact laws that would render eugenics through forced sterilization illegal and pronounce to be a violation of the basic human rights as a way preventing tragedies such as those experienced during the wave of the eugenics movement of the 19th and 20th century from ever occurring again.
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